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On the Barstool 
Musings from the Primary Fermen ter  

Home Again, Year End and ôTis the Season 
Joe Fleming 

 

Itõs time for a final head count before we depart from the 2007 

Goldfarb Brew Cruise. Did we lose anyone? Of those still on board, 

before departing, please be sure to stop by our bursarõs office and make 

sure that you are all paid up and making plans for the next ship leaving in 

2008. 

 

I hope everyone has enjoyed the cruise and not suffered from seasickness or the fare at our monthly 

stops. I know I had fun. Also learned a number of things on the journey that I had taken for granted 

over the few years that I have been with SOFH. I always knew that the members, conscripts, and guests 

were good people but did not realize how devoted they are to keeping SOFH going.  There is a strong 

base in our club shown by the number of members AND how long many of them have been with the 

organization. I know this little director would not have made it to the first port without all of their 

support and influence.  Thank you for your past support and thank you for giving me another tour. As 

always, please let me know when I get us too far off course. We are all here to gain more knowledge 

about the art of homebrewing, promote the availability of good craft beer, share in fellowship, and have 

a good time. 

 

There has been a slight change in officers for 2008. VP Dick Fortney has stepped down to devote more 

time to the Lagers, Ales, and Food event.  He also has agreed to serve as a steward in the upcoming year.  

Our new Vice-President is Patti Mehaffey.  Patti is one of our members who claim to not be a 

homebrewer.  Fact be known, Jerry would probably not be as good a brewer without her. She keeps him 

on task and often suggests beers to try. The rest of the crew you all know. Glenda OõNeal is still 

Treasurer, Scott Williams is Libeerian, John Flanagan is Editor, and although not elected, Steve Jones is 

http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=904+Depot+St&csz=Jonesborough%2C+TN+37659-5662&state=TN&uzip=37659&ds=n&name=Depot+Street+Brewing%2C+LLC&desc=&lat=36.286451&lon=-82.481406&mlt=36.286451&mln=-82.481406&zoomin=yes&BFKey=&mag=2&resize=l&trf=0&


our Webmaster. Other club members, not listed serve in various important committees. This 

organization is ruled by committee, not by the officers.  Several of the committees are club homebrew 

competition committee, Lagers, Ales, and Food, Big Brew and campout, August campout, this year the 

November campout (known to the participants as the Big Chill), and Teach a Friend to Brew.  A number 

of club members have routinely opened their homes for parties during the year: Jerryõs New Years Day 

Brew, Glendaõs St. Patrickõs, Chrisõ Mead Day, Jerry and Pattiõs Oktoberfest, and Scott and Malindaõs 

Christmas party. Other events include mini-brews at various club membersõ homes, Daveõs Old Retired 

Goats, Hump Days, unofficial Hump Days, Brewgrass, Brewersõ Jam, AHA Convention, Blue Plum, and the 

Kingsport Summer Thursday Night Concert Series. I apologize for not recognizing him earlier, Michael 

Foster allowing us to have our monthly meetings at Depot Street Brewery.  Thanks to all of you who have 

made things happen during 2007.  If I have overlooked someone or an event, I apologize.  In reality, 

every one of you have made this club what it has become.  I hope you are as proud of your association as 

I am. 

Upcoming 2008 AHA event in Cincinnati 
 

AHA will be having the national convention this year in Cincinnati in June 2008.  In 2005, the convention 

was in Baltimore and our club hosted one of the slots in the hospitality suite, we did not get national 

recognition from AHA for the club Barleywine, but if truth be told our little club was visited quite 

frequently, and in my mind we deserved more recognition.  

 

I have heard some discussion about doing this again in Cinciõ. We probably need a club member to head up 

a committee regarding attending convention and participation in the Hospitality suite. If you have never 

gone to a convention, it is a different level of beer activity and if you can book it, do so. 

2008 Club Homebrew Competition 
 

This is still being refined but the following is our schedule for 2008. 

 

 January  OPEN 

 February  ENGLISH PALE ALE 

 March  OPEN 

 April  PILSNER 

 April  Mead/Cider 

 May  OPEN 

 June  IPA 

 July  OPEN 

 August  BELGIAN STRONG ALE 

 August  Mead/Cider 

 September  OPEN 

 October  STOUT 

 November  OPEN 

 December  STRONG ALE 

 December  Mead/Cider 

 

 



The styles are from the BJCP guidelines and can be looked up online. There are several subcategories 

under each style.  BJCP list Imperial IPA under the IPA category, and Imperial Stout under Stout.  Our 

styles competition may not allow the imperials in their respective category because of high gravity beers 

may unfairly influence judging. If this happens, these subcategories can be entered in the Open 

competition.  This year the Open competition will ONLY ALLOW beer styles that are not in the clubõs 

2008 Styles competition.  Beers entered in the Open competition should be entered in brown crown 

bottles and entered as a specific style (can be experimental). Four scores in the styles and open 

competition during the year will be counted.  The Mead/Cider competition will be judged offsite but 

entries must be turned in during the monthly meeting corresponding to the competition (April, August, 

December). The competition committee will establish rules and regulations for the competitions. 

 

This brings me to the asking phase: we need volunteers to serve on this committee and to be active 

stewards during the year. A number of members participate in the competition, but do not aid in the 

regulation of the contest. If this part of the club is to survive, I beseech you to help. 

 

If you ever have concerns about the club and its organization do not hesitate to ask me or bring it up at 

our meetings. 

And the Winner isé 
By Steve Jones 

November was an Open competition, with several great entries! Coming into this event, Steven led Ben  

by a mere 2.1 pts, with Scott 6.4 pts behind. We had 7 entries, and the results were: 

¶ Scott Williams entered an ABC that scored 38.5 pts. 

¶ Steven Parfitt entered a Belgian Ale that scored 36 pts. 

¶ Nick Barbre entered an American IPA that scored 34.5 pts. 

¶ Ben Cowan entered a Cream Ale that scored 32.5 pts. 

¶ Ken Anderson entered a Sorghum  Stout that scored 32.33 pts. 

¶ Leigh Kassem entered a Chocolate Stout that scored 31 pts. 

¶ Brad Lifford entered an Oktoberfest that scored 25.25 pts. 

Congratulations to the Open Competition Champion Steven Parfitt  

Current standings are:  

 

Open Competition   Styles Competition  
Name Feb May Aug Nov Total   Name Mar  Jun Sep Dec Total  

Steven Parfitt 35.75 26 30 36 127.75  Mark & Kevin 35.5 39.5 32  107 

Scott Williams 24.75 31 29.6 38.5 123.85  Ben Cowan 27.5 37.5 29.2  94.2 

Ben Cowan 36.25 30 23.4 32.5 122.15  Jaime Maginnis 33 30.5   63.5 

Leigh Kassem 35.75 34 13.2 31 113.95  Leigh Kassem 34.5  21.4  55.9 

Ken Anderson   34.2 32.3 66.5  John Flanagan   35  35 

David Jones 30  25.4  55.40  Scott Williams 30    30 

Nick Barbre    34.5 34.5  New Brewer  

Dave Westington   29.6  29.60  Name Feb May Aug Nov Total  

Brad Lifford    25.25 25.25  Ben Cowan 36.25 30 23.4 32.5 122.15 

Jaime Maginnis  25   25  Leigh Kassem 35.75 34 13.2 31 113.95 



To qualify as a New Brewer contestant, you must have entered no more than once during the previous 

year and never before that. The Competition and Steward Schedule for the next 3 months (See the 

complete schedule on the website at http://www.franklinbrew.org/competition.html ):  

Month Competition Steward Backup 

Nov 07  - Open - Steven Parfitt Greg Stallard 

Dec 07  18. Belgian Strong Ale Greg Stallard Marion Watts 

Jan 08  - The New Open ð  Ben Cowan Greg Stallard 

Stewards: IF YOU WON'T BE AT A MEETING BE SURE TO INFORM YOUR BACKUP! And if you do 

miss one of your 2 turns per year, try offering to take a turn for whoever covered for you.  

The competition is changing for 2008. Full details are not yet worked out, and Iõm sure Joe has covered 

some of it up above here, so Iõll wait until all details are worked out. 

Notes from a newbie (to the club!) 
By Ben Cowan 

I attended my first SFH meeting in November 2006 and immediately was welcomed to the groupñmy 

motivation was to learn more about brewing better beers, and John McGill immediately hooked me up 

after an introduction from Steve Jones.  Weõve been friends since and Iõve learned a ton.  And in case 

you are interested in a òfirst impressionsó, the following recollections cover Denver, Asheville, and 

Knoxville from a neophyteõs POV. 

 

I attended the AHA conference in Denver June 21-23 on a larkñhad already scheduled a week of 

vacation to join my son riding road bikes in Summit County, and it was too good to pass up.  It turned out 

to be far more fun than either Asheville or Knoxville (more in a minute).  The mayor of Denver, and 

owner of a famous brewpub, gave the opening remarks which were pretty funny.  There were about 15 

seminars and several were held more than once so you could pretty much hear what you wanted to.  And 

no small luminaries eitherñPeter Brouckaert (New Belgian Brewing) pretty much gave all the òstylesó 

hype down the road, Vinnie Cilurzo (Russian River) talked about the creation of Poor Richards Ale and 

John Palmer (How to Brew) was equally entertaining. 

 

The number of attendees was a bit over 800ñnot such a press of flesh that you couldnõt turn around, 

plenty of opportunity to talk to both speakers and fellow brewers, and lots of free advice for a guy like 

me, hungry for the details. 

 

The Pro-Brewers night on Thursday was themed òMining for Beersó and was sponsored by about 20 

professional brewers, and was a good taste of a lot of great brews, as well as a relaxed evening.  But the 

real party was òClub Nightóñeach club had a booth and a theme, every member of that club was dressed 

and into the spirit of the theme, and there were some AWESOME beers being servedñone was a Kreik 

that lasted about 10 minutes after the word went around the room.  It was both my sonõs and my 

favorite night.  

 

The last event on Saturday night was the Grand Banquetñabout 580 folks at a sit-down dinner, served 

with beer of course and the presentation of awards.  It made a good case for the saturation bombing 

style of Jamil Zainasheff who won several different styles. 

 

http://www.franklinbrew.org/competition.html


Asheville BrewGrass was my first such event.  $25 for a ticket and opened at noon but we couldnõt get in 

until around 1 because of the slow processing of IDs and tickets at the gate.  About 30 brewers set up 

around the periphery of MLK ball field and I would guess at a crowd of around 2000 enjoyed a pretty 

interesting selection of beers, mostly centered on the Carolinas and the East Coast.  We werenõt there 

particularly for the music, but the venue was good, and ended with the Carolina Chocolate Drops pretty 

much bringing the house down at 6.  My son and I walked downtown and had a good meal before crashing 

at a local hotel.  I would definitely go again. 

 

The Knoxville Brew Fest was Saturday October 13 and the ticket problem there was worse by a factor 

of 2ñpre-purchase tickets let you wait in line (stretching over 4! blocks around the World Fair Center) 

and not get into the gates for nearly 2 hours.  There was a cast of thousands tooñover 5000 folks 

according to the blogsñand way too many for the field it was in.  Brewers were essentially national, 

although there were a bunch from the Carolinas and our own Michael Foster as well.  My son and I left 

around 4 and I couldnõt say that it was a great way to spend a Saturday afternoon.  Iõll skip it next year. 

 

But I wonõt be skipping any SFH meetings! 

Upcoming Events 
Dec 8 Williams Christmas Party Kingsport, TN  Williams Residence 

Jan 1 New Years Brew Day Jonesborough, TN  Mahaffey Residence 

 

Other events can be found at: http://www.franklinbrew.org/events.html 

 

Depot Street Brewing ð Jonesborough, TN  

Support Local Crafted Ales and Lagers  
 

 

 
 

Depot Street Brewing T-Shirts for Sale, check them out at 
http://www.depotstreetbrewing.com/stuff.html 

 

 

Newsletter submissions should be sent in by midnight Jan 06 to be included in the January issue  

 

Bristol (2)   State Line Bar and Grille, Fatz Café 
 
Gray (1)   Runabout Caf® at Sonnyôs Marina 

 
Greeneville (2)  Fatz Café, Party Haus 

 
Johnson City (13) Acoustic Coffeehouse, Bucks Pizza, Down Home, Picassoôs Pizza 

(formerly the Otter), Gourmet and Company, The Office, Fanatics, 
Caf® One 11, El Toritos, Stir Fry Caf®, Beef OôBradyôs, Krogers, 
Numans 

 
Jonesborough (2)  Main Street Café, Bistro #105 

 
Kingsport (8) Pacific Grille, Madagascar Café, Cootie Browns, Riverfront Seafood, 

Giuseppeôs, Rush Street Grill, Krogers, Chop House 
 

 

mailto:smwill423@aol.com
mailto:brewsnblues@webtv.net
http://www.franklinbrew.org/events.html
http://www.depotstreetbrewing.com/stuff.html
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(423) 247-2305  (423) 753-2610  (423) 246-1882 
flashman at mounet dot com  brewsnblues at webtv dot net  gkoneal_mrshc at yahoo dot com 

 

Librarian  Editor 

Scott Williams  John Flanagan 
smwill423 at aol dot com  flanmail at mounet dot com 

 


